	FACT: Virginia Fell Behind Its Competitors Under McAuliffe’s Policies

	McAuliffe’s pitiful record is nothing to brag about



	From 2013 to 2020, Virginia had net zero job growth.
· In December 2013, employment in Virginia was 4,021,840.
· In December 2020, employment in Virginia was 4,018,875.
· That’s a decrease of 2,965 jobs over a 7-year period (-0.074%).
From 2013 to 2020, Virginia’s competitor states grew jobs and had an average annualized job growth of 1.5%
· South Carolina had the smallest growth at 240,000 jobs.
· North Carolina created over 400,000 jobs.
· Through July 2021, Virginia has only created 43,000 new jobs since December 2013, and this annualized job growth of 0.1% ranked 34th in the country.
From 2013 to 2017, Virginia’s GDP grew 3%, below the national average of 3.9%.
 
If Virginia had grown as fast as our competitor states under Terry McAuliffe, Virginia would have added almost 380,000 jobs
· Competitor state average employment growth from 2013-2017 was 9.14%. Under Terry McAuliffe, during the same period, Virginia’s employment growth was 4.42%.
· In December 2013, employment in Virginia was 4,021,840. In December 2017 employment was 4,199,520. That is an increase of 177,680 jobs.
· Had employment grown at the competitor state average of 9.14% Virginia would have added 367,531 jobs during that period.

Virginia has had negligible net firm formation, adding less than 4,000 firms.
· In 2013, Virginia had 133,239 firms.
· In 2020, Virginia had 137,189 firms.
Virginia has lost population on a net domestic migration basis.
· Virginians are leaving the Commonwealth to move to our competitor states. From 2014 to 2019, more than 622,000 citizens left Virginia for our competitor states.
· Since McAuliffe was governor, more Virginians have left the Commonwealth than people have moved here from the other 49 states. In fact, 126,000 more Virginians have left for competitor states than citizens of those states have come to Virginia -- this represents an outmigration of 20,000 Virginians per year.
Real GDP growth has been stagnant in Virginia.
· From 2013 to 2020, Virginia grew at 0.9% annually, which ranked 29th in the country.
· Compared to its competitor states, Virginia ranked dead last.
· Competitor states grew over twice as fast as Virginia.
The Blueprint ranked Virginia 49th in the country when it comes to the best state to start a small business.

According to CNBC, Virginia ranks:
· 26th in cost of doing business
· 24th in infrastructure
· 32nd in cost of living
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